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 Watched Echo 1 in 1960 

 Been an Amateur Since 1965 
› Comet Ikeya-Seki  

 1st Astronomical League Observation 
› M57 on July 12, 1986 

 Since that 1st Observation, I have: 
› Completed 59 AL Observing Programs 

› Completed 30 Other Observing Programs 

 I am a Platinum Master Observer 

Drawing by David Nicholls 

There are not 132 slides 



Received the 2019 Lone Star Gazer Award 



 Goal Oriented Observing 

1. To Observe 10,000 Unique Celestial Objects 

 6334 Unique Objects Observed Already 

2. Complete 3 More ALOPs 

1. Lunar Evolution, Occultation, Spectroscopy 

 Comedian Ron White once said  

                (well sort of): 

If you’ve seen one galaxy… 

   You want to see them all 

 



 ALOPs support my observing 

› They are like a box of Cracker Jacks 

 Other lists I’ve found 

› Okie-Tex Star Party 

› Texas Star Party 

› Internet 



 DeepSky Astronomy Software 

 SkyTools 4 

 Sky Safari 



 





 Print them on  

Your Printer 

as a PDF File 

 



Amazon.com 





 SkyTools 4 Main Menu 







 Observing List Usage 





 





















 







 Import .txt file into SkyTools 4  



 Lots of Observing Programs to choose from 

 http://astroleague.org/observing.html 
› Click: Observing Programs (listed alphabetically) 

 







 See cool objects off the beaten path 

 Gives structure to your Observing Sessions 
› List after list of what to observe 

 Each program will teach you something new 
› Build a set of skills to aid you in observing 

 Classification/Sketching Requirements 
› Forces you to study object to see finer details 
› Trains your eye to see fainter and fainter objects 

 

“Seeing is in some respect an art,  
which must be learnt.”  

                                                                                            William Herschel 





 Print blank Observing Forms 

 Gather the Finder Charts 

› Make JPG files of them 

› Load them onto my Laptop 

 











 Being Prepared allows you to relax and 

enjoy your time under the stars 

 Keeping track of all you’ve observed is 

something you will treasure 

 



 



 











 






















