
Finding Your Voice 

In Our Hobby 
 

MIKE HOTKA 



How many of you like to: 

 Read about where others are going to observe? 

 Know what kinds of observing projects other people are doing? 

 Listen to astronomically themed presentations? 

 Learn a new skill that would benefit you in our hobby? 



How it Began for Me 





Write a Blog 















Create an Observing Program 









Created the Globular Cluster OP 

(2004) 





September 

      2008 



September 

      2011 



June 

2014 



Publications Link 





Local Newspaper Articles 

 A short monthly article of what is in the sky for readers to see that 

month 

 Wrote for 15 years 

 Was in 8 local newspapers 

 What Santa should know about giving a telescope for Christmas? 

 Special celestial events like lunar or solar eclipses 

 



Gave Talks at Star Parties 

Okie-Tex Star Party 2016 

Texas Star Party 2010 







Wanted to Share My Knowledge 

More 

 Found out people visited my website 

 ALCON talk was an outline for my book 

 ALCON 2017 Presentation link on my website 

 Started Sept 2017 

 Took me about 2 months to write 

 Took me 9 months to edit 

 Comments from several amateurs 

 15 Revisions 

 Looking for Typos 

 Correcting my colloquial phrases 

 Published in Aug 2018 

 



What I Decided to Write About 

 Discussed my observing process 

 Introduced Goal Oriented Observing 

 Chapter for each Observing Program I’ve completed 

 Some ALOPs have a steep learning curve 

 You learn from the pains I took to overcome and make observations 

 Open Clusters 

 NEO 

 Asteroids 

 



Process of Self-Publishing 

 Print on 

Demand 

eBook 

Amazon’s 

CreateSpace 

Fiverr 
Amazon’s 

KDP 



What Story Do You Have to Share? 

 Share what you know with others 

 Mentorship 

 Participate in Public Star Parties 

 Give a presentation to your club 

 Reach out to your local library or major star parties 

 Write articles 

 Your Clubs’ Newsletter 

 Reflector Magazine 

 Write an observing manual 

 Write a book 



This Presentation is on my Website 



Pick Up My Cards 

 



Thank You For Listening to Me 

 This saying drives my desire to reach out to people 

 

Find your voice  

and 

Touch A Mind 
 



Questions/Comments 


