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SpaceWeather.com -- News and information about meteor showers, solar flares, auroras, ...

SpaceWeather.com

Science news and information about the Sun-Earth environment.

SPACE WEATHER

P
Current %{’5’%
Conditions (3

Solar Wind
speed: 453.1 km/s
density: 1.1 protons/cm?

explanation | more data
Updated: Today at 1454 UT

X-ray Solar Flares
6-hr max: B4 1135 UT Mari5

24-hr: B4 1135 UT Mari5
explanation | more data
Updated: Today at 1455 UT

Daily Sun: 15 Mar '04

Disintegrating sunspot 570 poses a
small threat for M-class solar flares.
Image credit: SOHO/MDI

The Far Side of the Sun
Marbh 12, 2004 [ - l i
A
Ay fars!ki_&_*_ j__ "Earl_fﬁsida,_
This holographic image reveals a
developing sunspot group on the far

side of the Sun. Image credit:
SOHO/MDI

5
| k3

Sunspot Number: 61
What is the sunspot number?
Updated: 14 KMar 2004

Interplanetary Mag. Field
Bigtar 5-3 0T

B,: 2.7 nT north
explanation | more data
Updated: Today at 1457 UT

Coronal Holes:

http://spaceweather.com/

What's Up in Space -- 15 Mar 2004

Would you like a call when auroras
appear over your home town? Sign
up for Spaceweather PHONE.

AURORA OUTLOOK: Earth is leaving behind a solar wind
stream that sparked auroras as far south as Minnesota and
Wisconsin on March 9th, 10th and 11th. The probability for more
auroras this week is low. [gallery]

Above: Auroras over Toijala, Finland, on March 9th. Photo credit:
Tom Eklund.

JUPITER: Earth and Jupiter are having a close encounter this
month. Jupiter is only 400 million miles away, which means it's big
and bright. Look for it rising in the eastern sky after sunset. Only
Venus, the moon and the sun itself are brighter. [sky map]

To the naked eye, Jupiter looks star-like,
simply a bright point of light. Through a
telescope, it looks like a full-fledged alien
world. Even a small telescope will reveal the
planet's rust-colored cloudbelts and its four
biggest satellites: lo, Europe, Ganymede
and Callisto.

Above: On March 13th, Andrew Chatman of
Pittsford, NY, took this picture of Jupiter using his 8-inch
telescope. The dark spot near the middle of the planet is the
shadow of Ganymede. "This is my first photograph of Jupiter,"
says Chatman. Not bad for a beginner.

3/15/2004
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