
Mike Hotka 



 Been an Amateur since 1965 

 1st Observation for AL Program 

 M57 on the night of 7/12/1986 

 Since that first observation, I have: 

 Completed 64 AL Observing Programs 

 Received 108 AL Certificates 

 Second AL Platinum Master Observer  

 Sept 2017 



 Set an Intention, then set Goals 

 My Current Intention 

 To Observe New Celestial Objects/Events 

 My Current Goal 

 To Observe 10,000 Unique Celestial Objects/Events 

 First goal was to observe 5,000 unique objects 

 8491 observed so far 

 Complete Mitsky’s Double Star List 

 Finish Observing Completed AL programs 

 Choose more AL Observing Programs to do 



 Sky Tools 4 

 Skysafari 7 Pro 

 Excel spreadsheet 

 http://astrotips.com 
 45 Observational Log Programs Found 

 Chart Printing Programs 

 













 



























 





















 How to take notes 

 What to record 

 Sketching what you see 

 









 Hard copy 

 Log observations in DB 

 

commons.wikimedia.com 













 86 Programs to choose from 

 https://www.astroleague.org/alphabeticobserving/ 

 Most OPs have an imaging component 

 Observe cool objects off the beaten path 

 Gives structure to your Observing Sessions 

 List after list of what to observe 

 



 Each program will teach you something new 

 Build a set of observing skills 

 Classification/Sketching Requirements 

 Forces you to study object to see finer details 

 Trains your eye to see fainter and fainter objects 

 

“Seeing is in some respect an art,  
which must be learnt.”  

                                                                                               William Herschel 



 Asterisms 
 Caldwell 
 Carbon Star 
 Constellation Hunter 
 Double Star 
 Galileo 
 Globular Cluster 
 Solar, Hydrogen-Alpha Solar  
 Meteor 
 Lunar, Lunar II  
 Universe Sampler 
 Multiple Star 
 Sketching 
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 Observing can be fun and rewarding 

 My hope is that you can take something from 
my presentation and apply it to your own 
observing 

 Thank you for listening to my presentation 


